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Thinking Is the biggest challenge In river
linking nrnlects IIIII mnnev Vice President

V%
7N

New Delhi: Vice President
C.P. Radhakrishnan said that
river linking projects should be
progressed rapidly to ensure
water security in the country.
He clarified that lack of funds is
not the biggest hurdle in these
projects, but people's thinking and
political reasons are the biggest
challenge. “Lack of funds is not
the big problem in implementing
river interlinking projects, but lack
of thinking and political will is more
challenging,” Radhakrishnan said
during a meeting with Jal Shakti
Ministry officials at Upa Rashtrapati

Bhavan. The Vice President said
that interlinking of rivers will reduce
water crisis, help tackle drought,
increase irrigation area and enable
balanced development in different
parts of the country. Vice President
C.P. Radhakrishnan suggested
creating documentaries and
permanent records on important
projects like Ken-Betwa, so that
future generations can be proud
of these nation building works.
He reminded that earlier too he
had undertaken a padyatra in
support of the interlinking of rivers
campaign.

In the meeting, Union Jal Shakti
Minister C.R. Patil and Minister
of State Raj Bhushan Choudhary
were also present. Both also
invited the Vice President to
participate in the ‘India International
Water Week’ to be held in
September 2026. This meeting
is being considered an important
step towards giving national
priority to water conservation,
river interlinking projects and
groundwater augmentation.

Main points
>> Emphasizing the need for
a visionary and collaborative
approach for better management
of water in the national interest.
>> Appreciated the ‘Jal Sanchay
Jan Bhagidari’ campaign. More
than 1.55 crore water conservation
structures have been built or
registered in the second phase
of the campaign, far exceeding
the target.
>> Reviewed the progress of
major river interlinking projects
like Ken-Betwa Link, Parvati-
Kalisindh-Chambal Link and
Godavari-Kaveri Link.

The 79A Labyrinth
Redevelopment Policy and the Growing

Trust Deficitin Mumllalsﬂousmg Sector

Sudhir Salunke/ Lalbaug
Mumbai: Section 79A of the
MHADA Act was enacted with
a clear objective: to ensure the
timely redevelopment of old and
dilapidated cessed buildings.

Under the provision, if landlords |

or tenant cooperative societies fail

to initiate redevelopment within "}.

the prescribed period, MHADA

is empowered to intervene and ‘I

take the process forward. Yet,
its implementation has raised
important concerns.

First, f MHADA itself acknowledges
limitations in financial resources,
how can it realistically undertake
large -scale redevelopment after
assuming control of properties?
Second, judicial observations in
recent cases have questioned
the manner in which certain
notices were issued, highlighting
the need for greater procedural
trans parency and administrative
accountability. Third, many projects
remain stalled despite the consent
of a majority of residents, forcing

thousands of families to continue
living in unsafe and deteriorating
structures.

The original intent of Section 79A
was to protect public interest and
prevent redevelopment from being
held hostage to delay, indecision,
or vested interests. What citizens
require today is a transparent,
accou ntable, and time-bound
framework that safeguards both
the purpose of the law and public
confidence in its execution.

The law provides the tool, but it is
the intent of implementation that
determines whether that tool builds
homes or breaks trust.

New DeIh| Prlme M|n|ster
Narendra Modi congratulated
Major Abhilasha Barak of
Haryana on receiving the UN
Military Gender Advocate of the
Year Award. The PM said that
this honor is a recognition of
his excellent service and India's
long-standing contribution to
the peace-keeping efforts of the
United Nations. Barak is currently

workmg with the United Nations
Mission in Lebanon. She has
been given this award for her
efforts to connect with and work
for women and girls during her
deployment in the West Asian
country. She is also the first

“ woman combat helicopter pilot

of the Indian Army. The Prime
Minister said that Major Barak is
working as the Engagement Team
Commander and Gender Focal
Pointin the United Nations Interim
Force in Lebanon.

The PM said, 'This honor is a
recognition of his outstanding
service and India's long-standing
contribution to the peace-keeping
efforts of the United Nations.

SBI handed over dividend of Rs 8,813
crore to the central !IIWEIIIIIIBIII

New Delhi: State Bank of India
(SBI), the country's largest public
sector bank, has handed over a
dividend check of Rs 8,813 crore
to the central government for
the financial year 2025-26. This
check is from SBI Chairman C.S.
Shetty handed over to Union
Finance and Corporate Affairs
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman.
Finance Minister's Office (FMO),
while sharing information on
social media platform X, said
that Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman has met SBI
Chairman C.S. Adividend check
of Rs 8,813 crore has been
received from Shetty for the
financial year 2025-26. This

dividend payment reflects the
strong financial performance of
SBIl. Moreover, it is also being
seen as a significant contribution
to the non-tax income of the
Central Government. As a
public sector bank, SBI plays
an important role in the banking
system of the country and its
contribution will also strengthen
the government revenue. At an
industry event held in Mumbai

earlier this month, C.S. Shetty
had sup ported the decision of
the Monetary Policy Committee
of the Reserve Bank of India to
keep interest rates stable. He had
said that keeping rates stable in
the current circumstances will be
helpful in maintaining financial
stability and accelerating
economic growth. He had said
that the inflation situation is
important for policy makers, but
at present maintaining stability in
interest rates is an appropriate
step for balanced economic
growth. The SBI chairman had
appealed to investors to look
beyond short-term fluctuations
in the stock market.

Kolkata: A key approval for 61
railway projects is expected to
reshape the railway network

in West Bengal, an eastern g

state that serves as a crucial

gateway to the northeast. |

Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw on Friday held a
key meeting with Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari at the state
secretariat.

Sources indicate that various
railway projects were discussed
during the meeting. Vaishnaw
and Adhikari subsequently held
a press conference, during
which the railway minister
announced 538 new flyovers
and underpasses in Bengal.
He said that 102 'Amrit Bharat'
stations will also be developed
in West Bengal in the days to
come. Besides, Kolkata Metro
will get 60 new rakes within
five years. The much-awaited
bullet train service will also
be launched between Siliguri
and Delhi. "This bullet train

to the High Court and the
Supreme Court to stall railway
projects to deprive the people
of Bengal of development.
"Howe ver, you will now
be able to work freely and
wholeheartedly. The previous
government did not allow you

~ 11 to work," the minister told

WI|| start from New Delhi and
will reach Siliguri in North
Bengal via Lucknow, Varanasi,
and Patna. The distance will
be covered in just six hours.
Apart from that, 60 new train
services will be introduced
in the state in the next five
years," the railway minister
added. A dedicated east-west
freight corridor has also been
announced to connect Dankuni
in Bengal with Surat in Gujarat.
Projects worth Rs 1 lakh crore
will be undertaken for Bengal,
the railway minister said,
stating that the funds are ready.
Vaishnaw said the previous
Trinamool government went

reporters at Nabanna. Echoing
him, Chief Minister Suvendu
Adhikari said that during the
Trinamool regime, centre-
state relations had virtually
turned into a state of conflict
and caused many projects to
stall. "But the people of West
Bengal will now fully reap the
benefits of a 'double-engine’
government. Approval has
already been granted for 61
railway projects," he said.
The chief minister has also
directed the district magistrates
to cooperate with the Railway
Board for railway network
expansion and easing of the
land acquisition process.

250 MW solar power project to he builton
defense land in Sitapur : Rajnath Singh

The project will be developed on 850 acres of defense lana

Lucknow: Defense Minister
Rajnath Singh has approved
setting up a 250 MW capacity
solar power project on the vacant
land of the Defense Ministry in
Sitapur, Uttar Pradesh. The project
consisting of Battery Energy
Storage System (BESS) will be
the first renewable energy project
of its kind to be developed on
defense land and will set a new
benchmark for future solar and
energy storage projects. According
to the Defense Ministry, the project
will be set up on approximately
850 acres of vacant defense land
located in the former cantonment
area of Sitapur. It will also include
battery energy storage systems
integrated with large-scale solar
power generation, making energy
supplies more reliable and efficient.
This initiative is considered an
important step towards enhancing
energy security, promoting clean
energy and maximum utilization
of unused land of the Ministry
of Defence. The objective of the

' 7 “i B
2 e A
LS. 4
N, ]
‘\_ .
o) '-—,it &= ‘k
\ -y o

projectis to meet the energy needs
of defense establishments located
across the state and strengthen
their energy security. Along with
this, dependence on traditional grid
based electricity will be reduced,
which is expected to reduce the
expenditure on power purchase
significantly in the long run. The
Defense Ministry believes that this
will reduce the burden of electricity
expenditure on the government
treasury and will provide stable
and affordable energy to defense
establishments. After completion
of the project, Sitapur Solar Power
Project will be one of the most
important renewable energy
projects in the country established
on defense land.




Lord Shri
Krishna says,
don't think so

much about

life, I have
given you this
life, you must

gfé have thought
=3 about you...!!
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New Delhi: President Draupadi
Murmu presented gallantry
awar ds at the Defense
Inve stiture Ceremony-| held
at Rashtrapati Bhavan. The
ceremony began with the singing
of the national song and anthem.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and Defense Minister Rajnath

Singh were also present

ceremony, where gallantry and
distinguished service awards
were presented to armed forces

personnel.

During this period, a total of 51
personnel of the Armed Forces,
Central Armed Police Forces
and State/Union Territory Police
were honored with gallantry
awards. These awards include
7 Kirti Chakras, 15 Vir Chakras
and 29 Shaurya Chakras.
The award was given to the
awarded soldiers and officers
for extraordinary courage,
indomitable gallantry and service
to the nation without sacrificing
their lives in the line of duty.

at the

Group Captain Ranjit Singh Sidhu also honored with Vir Chakra
M Ljeutenant Colonel Sushil
Bisht, Wing Commander (now
Group Captain) Joy Chandra,
Group Captain Manish Arora and
Group Captain Ranjit Singh Sidhu
were awarded the Vir Chakra for
extraordinary gallantry, courage
and distinguished service. Rifleman
Dhruba Jyoti Dutta and Naik Rahul
Singh were awarded the Shaurya

the country.

Chakra for their extraordinary
bravery, courage and devotion
to duty. Additionally, Major
Shivant Yadav and Lieutenant
Colonel Nitish Bharat Shukla were
awarded the Shaurya Chakra in
recognition of their extraordinary
courage, unwavering devotion to
duty and distinguished service to

"Whatever
happened,
happened for
good; whatever
is happening, is
happening for
good; whatever will
happen, will also
be good."”

Lieutenant Colonel got Shaurya Chakra for killing terrorists

M Lieutenant Colonel Nitish
Bharti Shukla of the 19th
Battalion of the Sikh Regiment
of the Indian Army was
awarded the Shaurya Chakra
for displaying extraordinary
bravery and gallantry in killing

Major Aditya Pratap Singh honored with Shaurya Chakra

B Major Aditya Pratap Singh
of the Indian Army was
awarded the Shaurya Chakra
for displaying extraordinary
gallantry during a military
operation in the border area of
Arunachal Pradesh. Inspector

Flight Lieutenant Arshveer Singh honored with Vir Chakra

M President Draupadi Murmu
awarded the Vir Chakra to Flight
Lieutenant (current Squadron
Leader) Arshveer Singh Thakur for
extraordinary gallantry, courage
and distinguished service during

three terrorists along the LoC.
Naib Subedar Satish Kumar
was awarded the Vir Chakra
for his extraordinary gallantry,
unw avering courage and
distinguished service in the line
of duty.

Laxman Kevat and Inspector
Rameshwar Prasad Deshmukh
of Chhattisgarh Police were
awarded the Shaurya Chakra for
displaying extraordinary bravery
during an anti-Naxal operation
in Chhattisgarh.

operational duty. Lieutenant
Commander Dilna K. And Rupa
A. Was awarded the Shaurya
Chakra for exceptional courage,
seamanship and stamina during
Operation Sagar Parikrama |I.

India deployed 12 ready to fire
nuclear weanons ior “Iﬂ fII‘Sl IIIIIB
= ' )

New Delhi: In a major |

change in nuclear,

wea pons policy,
India has deployed
12 nuclear warheads

for the first time. This |

information has come &4 #n
outin the recent report of

Sto ckholm International

Peace Research Institute
(SIPRI). SIPRI, the
world's leading weapons-
tracking organization,
has said in its latest
report that India has
deployed 12 nuclear
weapons for the first time.
This is a major change
from the decades-long
policy under which
nuclear weapons and
the systems that deliver
them were kept in
separate locations.

—r L __-.-'.k,yf
Nuclear weapons
deployed for operation
B The report claims that this is
the first time that India's weapons
stockpile has been considered
operationally deployed, rather
than just stored. Deploying
rea dy-to-use nuclear weapons
in underground missile silos and
new nuclear submarines indicates

STRATEGIC roacEs com
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.:m DEPLOYMENT A

Inllla made cllanues |n
decades old policy

B According to the report,
the 12 warheads recently
deployed mark the first time
that India has integrated
nuclear warheads with
a delivery system or
deployed them at a base
with operational forces.
This marks a change in
its decades-old policy of
keeping nuclear weapons in

PM Modi's visit to France
fixed to attend G7 Summit

Suspense continues on meeting Donald Trump

n
/
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New Delhi: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will be on
a seven-day foreign tour
from June 13. During this ¢
time he will go to Slovakia.
Apart from this, it has also |
been decided that he will ==&

go to France to attend the G-7 summit.
This visit has been confirmed by the
Ministry of External Affairs. They will
be in Nice, France on June 13 and 14.
PM Modi's visit to G-7 is also important
because US President Donald Trump
can also attend this summit. In such a
situation, the most important thing will
be whether there will be bilateral talks
between PM Modi and Donald Trump
or not. If this meeting of PM Modi and
Donald Trump takes place during the
G-7 summit in France, then this will be

leaders after February
2025. Let us tell you that
during G7, Prime Minister
Modi will discuss various
global issues with the
leaders of G7 countries
and heads of international
organizations. In the meeting with
the leaders of G-7 countries, topics
like new global partnership model,
strengthening international solidarity,
balanced economic development and
safe and effective use of Artificial
Intelligence will be the main topics of
PM Modi. It is noteworthy that last week
itself Donald Trump has also confirmed
that he is going to go to France. There
is a lot of speculation about the possible
meeting between Modi and Trump but it
has not been officially confirmed yet by

increased preparedness.

erarate storage facilit'ieSJ

the first meeting of these two global

the Ministry of External Affairs.

Chinese army calls Al the biggest threat

New Delhi: China's
People's Liberation Army &=
(PLA), one of the world's
largest armies, has issued
a shocking warning and
this warning is not about
any enemy, but about their
own Artificial Intelligence.
An article published in PLA
Daily, the PLA's official
new spaper, said that
excessive use of Al in the
battlefield could become
an extremely dangerous
problem. According to
the article, the dangers
of overuse of Al in the
military are greater than

in everyday life, as it could
systematically destroy
the cognitive chain of
warfare, the quality of
command decisions, and
the potential for human-
machine collaboration.
According to PL Daily, Al
can complicate immediate
decision making and
can be used to distort
assessments and ignore

alternatives to justify pre-
determined decisions.
In simple words, if a
commander is adamant
on a wrong strategy and
the Al keeps telling him
the right one, then the
entire army will move in
the wrong direction. Such
a mistake on the battlefield
can cost thousands of
lives.China may be at
the forefront of the Al
arms race, but Beijing
has repeatedly said that
Al should not replace
humans in battlefield
decision-making.
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